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a day's journey of Vienna, and assured him he was mistaken in sup-
posing that Germany would hold him back.
On October 26 the Kaiser was in Vienna and had a long interview
with Berchtold covering all the questions arising between Austria-
Hungary, Serbia and the other Balkan States. Berchtold has left an
exhaustive account of this in what is undoubtedly the most important
document of the twelve months before the war. The two men agreed
that to assert her will over the Balkan States was an imperative necessity
for Austria-Hungary and that if diplomacy failed war must be faced.
Berchtold thus sums up his impression :
So far as Russia was concerned, the Kaiser considered a return to the tradi-
tions of the Holy Alliance and to the Drei-Kaiserbund as impossible. He had
been brought up in these traditions, but he had to realize that since the time
of Alexander III we had to reckon with another Russia, with a Power hostile
to us and going out for our destruction, in which quite other elements than the
Tsar controlled the Government. For the present Russia did not inspire the
Kaiser with anxiety ; for the next six years they could be safe on that side. He
had come to know this last March, since a German from the Baltic Provinces
who was personally known to him had repeated to him an observation of the
Tsar's after a war council held in Tsarskoe Selo : " God be praised, we shall
not go to war, for the next six years it is impossible " (in French). Till then
the army was not ready, and close at hand was the haunting spectre of Revolu-
tion. On my remarking that Revolution would also have to be reckoned
with at the end of six years, and perhaps more then than now, but that this was
a double-edged weapon since the Monarchical principle might suffer a serious
shock from it, the Kaiser said vehemently that, if it came to the last extremity,
such considerations were so much snuff to him (ganz sdwuppe), for then it
would be a struggle to the death in which we should both stand together against
a common enemy, and it was all one to him in what way the enemy went
down. The skin remained always nearer than the shirt.
As often as opportunity offered during one hour and a quarter's talk to touch
upon our relations as Allies, His Majesty ostentatiously used the occasion
to assure me that we could count absolutely and completely upon him. This
was the red thread which ran through the utterances of the illustrious Sove-
reign, and when I laid stress on this on taking my departure and thanked him
as I left, His Majesty did me the honour to say that whatever came from
the Vienna Foreign Office was a command for him.1
1 Austrian Documents, Vol. VII, pp. 512-15.
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